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SUBJECT:  Soviet rurchases of Bubber ibroed

1) Seviet isports of metursl rubber 4n 1949 followed dlogely
the pattern of intenaive Soviet purchases of this covedity @uwring
1948, Offisiel trede statistios mcoount for met lsporte of 105,000

tons of rubber Yy ths Soviet Unlon during 1949. | 25X1
[total soviet sequisitifon of crwie Tubber 25X1
PO B1L pOwrees maY bave exsoeded 130,000 %ong duriny the yoer 25X1

Of this emswnt, the officiel Yaleyen flgures adslt direct shipwen:
to the Soviet Unien of 63,000 tonsy and officisl Netherlands ye-
exparts emounted to 21,500 tong of rubber of Indenesisn snd Jelayan

origin, The remalrdng rulber izmportes wore premuebly effecied
harough ranplt frade of the Ui end some by clandestineg rwihnds
in South Zpel Asis, | |

Buring 1549 U Eatellite States (oxaluding Chins) are veparted
% heve pwooured, presuwssbly for thelr own rneeds, slond 4 Lo
of matural rubber fyom ameorblt socurces, |

2) During the first quarter of 1950, cetusl ‘nlsgan cxports of
rubber %o the USSK are roported i lave exceedsd 12,000 Sons, Hesent
proas reports indleste that Soviet purchames snd/or shipsnte may have
resched 45,000 tons dwrdng thls period. i single shipmens of 7,500 ong
wes reported in dpedl, If this rete of nopilaition continues, the sovics
imports of maturel rubbey in 1950 wl_ll probekily reach, or cven surress,

3) Payments are rmde prizerily it free sterilig scoumisted iron
delivery of Soviet grain snd tlsber %o the UX. Tubler aslos are
srrenged in Londonm and netuel deliveries ere mde Wy iie Heleyan trancies
of london houses againet sterling lstters of eoredit sutehlighed Yy the
USSR with the Singepore banks through thelr London G peapondenii, e
ever, soue robber {(possidly the tymnstt shipsenta ttrough UX) s slse
purchaged by Soviet agents direct In the Fedayen mearkedt throupgh repulsr
truce channsla with paymonts in the Streite Settleiwats dolisrs. The
Hetherlands doliveries wore grobabiy made urder the biledtersl trade
sgreenent with the WESE,
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4) The estimeted anmusl Soviet reguirements in the mewsr period
wire shout 35,000 tons of natwwel rubber. The currunt &nﬁﬁi w?ﬂiﬁ
weate are tentetively ecatlncted at 50,000 to 70,000 tone. Thls incresse
iz r&ac in part % the poor quelliy of the Soviet synihetie rubber for
heavy duty tires, On the besls of the whove setismlsg, 11 apoesrs Swb
the present level of scquisition is In exeesg of the tewiet normel meeds
erd indieates a stoohpiling proprss,
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